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As we reflect on 2025, the Michigan Baseball Foundation remains 
dedicated to enriching our communities through youth-focused 
initiatives, philanthropic endeavors, and maintaining Dow Diamond 
as a premier gathering place. What began as a bold idea—to harness 
America’s pastime for community impact—has matured into a 
purposeful social enterprise that continues to give back in meaningful 
ways. This work would not be possible without the support of Loons 
fans, our fantastic community partners, and the generous support 
through MBF’s Dow Diamond All-Stars initiative.

This year, MBF awarded $81,165 in grants to 14 outstanding community 
projects. These initiatives spanned Arenac, Bay, Gratiot, Isabella, 
Midland, Saginaw, and Tuscola counties and embodied the spirit of 
MBF’s mission: supporting youth, fostering recreational opportunities, 
advancing amateur sports, and helping strengthen local neighborhoods. 
Projects this year included field restoration, high school athletic training 
equipment, batting cage construction, and camp safety equipment. Since 
launching the program, MBF has awarded 366 grants across 14 counties 
totaling $1.8 million. 

Dow Diamond, home of the Great Lakes Loons, remains a vibrant hub 
for baseball, limited-edition memories and community gathering. As 
one of the premier facilities in all of Minor League Baseball, it not only 
hosts Loons home games, but fulfills a broader mission of regional 
vibrancy, economic development and quality of life. This year, a new 
solar panel array was installed at the stadium. The new system features 
78 high-efficiency panels that generates up to 50,000 kilowatt hours 
for the ballpark annually. Since 2020, $4.7 million has been invested 
in the ballpark to expand the protective netting areas, install new 
video surveillance and door access control systems, replace the playing 
surface, add new wall padding, and make numerous improvements and 
renovations to locker room areas.

All of this work is possible because of our generous donors, partners, 
volunteers, facility staff, board members, and community leaders. With 
this support, MBF can continue investing in projects to uplift people and 
foster belonging in our communities.

As we look ahead, our motivation and commitment to enrich our 
region’s future is stronger than ever. We invite you to review the 2025 
achievements of MBF, Dow Diamond, the Great Lakes Loons, and Sports 
Radio 100.9 The Mitt. We look forward to welcoming you to the ballpark 
for special events and Loons games for years to come!

William Stravropoulous 
Chairman and CEO
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Creating Community Wins
In 2025, the Michigan Baseball 
Foundation advanced its mission 
through a diverse range of philanthropic 
initiatives. Alongside ongoing support 
for sports, fitness, and education, 
we strengthened partnerships with 
organizations to promote inclusivity 
for individuals with developmental and 
cognitive challenges. Our dedication to 
charitable outreach across the region 
remains steadfast, reflecting our 
commitment to creating opportunities, 
fostering community, and making a 
meaningful difference in the lives of 
those we serve.

This year, MBF positively impacted 14 
nonprofit organizations, granting a total 
of $81,165. Since our founding, we have 
contributed more than $1.8 million in 
charitable grants, demonstrating the 
enduring impact of our commitment to 
the community.

Ogemaw Iosco

Clare Gladwin

Arenac

Isabella Midland Bay

Gratiot Saginaw

Tuscola

Huron

Sanilac

Genesee

Bay County
Reimagine Kantzler Memorial Arboretum	
Bay City in Bloom

Complete Refit of Four DaySailer Sailboats 
Saginaw Bay Community Sailing Association

No Kid Sleeps on the Floor in Our Town	
Sleep in Heavenly Peace

Midland County
Scaffolding for Future Mural Projects	
Art Seen Festival
Creating Connections to Nature through Play
Little Forks Conservancy
High School Athletic Training Mobile Tech
MyMichigan Health Foundation
Season Extending Greenhouse		
Phoenix Community Farms
Economic Development Initiative
Midland Business Alliance Foundation

Saginaw County
Heritage Park Leslie Field Restoration	  
City of Frankenmuth
High Adventure Safety Equipment		
Saginaw YMCA - Camp Timbers

Tuscola County
Baseball Batting Cage Construction	
Reese High School

Arenac County

Taking it to the Next Level			 
Huron Hockey & Skating Association

2025 Grants

Gratiot County
Complex Restoration for Baseball & Softball 
Alma Little League

Isabella County
On-field Batting Cage			     
Central Michigan University Athletics
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Art Seen Festival, Scaffolding for Future Mural Projects

MyMichigan Health Foundation, High School Athletic 
Training Mobile Technology

Grant Spotlights
Each year, the Art Seen Festival transforms the walls of Midland County 
with public murals, including a community participation mural to invite 
residents to be part of the creative process. Through vibrant mural-
making and live performances, the organization seeks to strengthen 
community connections, ensuring art remains accessible, inclusive, and 
reflective of diverse voices and experiences. 
 
This year, the Michigan Baseball Foundation awarded a grant to the Art 
Seen Festival to purchase two sets of 12-foot-high stackable scaffolding 
with platforms, safety bars, and harnesses—equipment essential to 
safely complete large-scale murals. In past projects, the festival relied on 
borrowed scaffolding, often limiting flexibility and increasing logistical 
challenges. Now, with its own equipment, Art Seen can move forward with 
confidence and independence as it continues to expand Midland’s public 
art landscape. 
 
Beyond supporting their own projects, Art Seen plans to make the scaffolding available to other emerging 
artists and groups in the community, creating a shared resource to support creativity and collaboration for 
years to come. This investment strengthens the festival’s ability to inspire connection, belonging, and pride 
through public art across Midland County.

The MyMichigan Health Foundation, supporting the health system’s 
mission to advance community health, received a grant to equip up to 
23 high school athletic trainers with mobile tablet devices. These devices 
allow trainers to record real-time notes to each athlete’s electronic 
medical record, ensuring accurate and consistent documentation across 
schools and programs. 
 
By replacing paper-based and disconnected tracking systems, the 
initiative streamlines referrals for sports-related injuries, including 
concussions, fractures, sprains, and tears, reducing the time from injury to 
follow-up care. 
 
Through this investment, the Foundation strengthens the health and safety of student athletes while advancing 
MyMichigan Health’s ongoing commitment to innovative, coordinated, and community-focused care.

Alma Little League, Complex Restoration for Baseball 
and Softball
Alma Little League is committed to providing a safe, inclusive, and fun 
environment for children to experience the joys of baseball and softball. 
By fostering teamwork, sportsmanship, and healthy development through 
skilled coaching and positive instruction, the organization has become a 
cornerstone of the local youth sports community. 
 
MBF awarded a grant to support the restoration of the Euclid Field 
“Crow’s Nest,” a two-story structure housing the PA system on the top 
level and storage below. Over the years, the building has experienced 
neglect, with broken windows, damaged boards, and a malfunctioning 
sound system. The grant will allow the Little League to repair and upgrade 
the facility, install a new sound system, and refresh the exterior with paint 
and artwork, creating a welcoming and inspiring environment for players, 
families, and the community. 
 
With a revitalized Executive Board and renewed energy, Alma Little League is working to restore pride in the 
complex and enhance the experience for all athletes. This investment ensures children have access to safe, 
well-maintained fields while strengthening community engagement and support for youth sports in Alma.

Central Michigan University, On-Field Batting Cage

Central Michigan University’s baseball program, one of the institution’s 
longest-standing athletic traditions since 1896, is dedicated to developing 
well-rounded student-athletes who excel both on and off the field. 
Competing in NCAA Division I as part of the Mid-American Conference, 
CMU Baseball emphasizes excellence, community engagement, and youth 
development through camps, tournaments, and outreach programs. 
 
This year, MBF awarded a grant to support the installation of a new 
on-field batting cage system, a multi-purpose facility that will enhance team practices, game preparation, 
youth camps, and tournament events. The professional-grade batting cage will improve practice efficiency, 
provide a controlled environment for training, and reduce operational costs by minimizing equipment loss and 
optimizing ball retention. 
 
Beyond benefiting CMU student-athletes, the facility will serve the broader community by supporting 
youth programs and tournament hosting, making it a sustainable and impactful investment. This project 
exemplifies CMU Baseball’s commitment to operational excellence, athletic development, and community 
engagement, while strengthening a historic program with a focus on long-term success for both players and 
the community.

midlandfoundation.org/artseen

mymichigan.org/about/donations

cmuchippewas.com/sports/baseball



Loons in the Community Loons Highlights
Josue De Paula and Zyhir Hope were selected to 
participate in the prestigious MLB All-Star Futures 
Game. This was the 4th straight Futures Game with 
a Loons representative dating back to 2022. De 
Paula was also earned the honor of MVP of the 2025 
Futures Game. During games on July 4-6, a total of 
five players selected for the Futures Game from the 
Loons and West Michigan Whitecaps were involved 
in the same Minor League game. Kevin McGonile, Max Clark, Josue De Paula, 

and Zyhir Hope, not pictured Josue Briceno.
Josue De Paula and Ken Griffey Jr.

Future All-Stars

Kendall George made history this season, recording 100 stolen bases, a milestone 
achieved by only four minor league players since 2000. His remarkable speed 
and consistency on the basepaths not only set him apart as one of the game’s 
top prospects but also established a new single-season stolen base record for the 
Great Lakes Loons. 

Stolen Base Record

The Great Lakes Loons had two players selected to the 2025 Midwest League All-Star Team: outfielders 
Josue De Paula and Kendall George. De Paula, age 20, posted a .827 OPS with 12 home runs and 44 RBI, 
earning Midwest League Player of the Week honors and MVP at the MLB All-Star Futures Game before 
his promotion to Double-A Tulsa. George, age 20, led all of Minor League Baseball with 100 stolen bases, 
breaking the Loons’ single-season record and hitting .295 with a .779 OPS. Both players were key 
contributors from opening day and standout performers throughout the season.

Midwest League All-Stars

The Dodgers named Christian Zazueta and Eduardo Quintero as their 2025 
Branch Rickey Award winners. Zazueta earned Pitcher of the Year honors after 
going 7-2 with a 2.41 ERA across 17 starts between Low-A Rancho Cucamonga 
and High-A Great Lakes, also being selected as a California League All-Star. 
Quintero was named Player of the Year, hitting a combined .292 with 19 home 
runs, 69 RBI, and 47 stolen bases between Low-A and High-A. The Venezuelan 
outfielder also earned the honor of California League Player of the Year after a 
standout season that showcased his power, speed, and consistency.

Dodgers Players of the Year

The Great Lakes Loons continue to champion community engagement while advancing the Michigan 
Baseball Foundation’s mission of building stronger, healthier, and more connected communities. Through 
the VoLOONteer program, Loons staff give back in meaningful ways across the Great Lakes Bay Region.

In 2025, the Loons front office staff participated in Camp Neyati, the United Way of Midland County’s 
summer camp,by painting buildings, clearing paths, and refreshing the disc golf course. Lou E. Loon, the 
team mascot, increased his community presence by 26% over the previous year, appearing at dozens of 
festivals, fundraising events, and community programs throughout the region. Highlights include: 
 

 In addition, Dow Diamond served as the host location for the Great Lakes Bay Region’s Special Olympics 
Polar Plunge and the United Way Campaign Kickoff, further solidifying the Loons’ role as a community hub. 
Beyond these events, the Loons front office staff remain deeply committed to community service, actively 
serving on nonprofit boards and committees across the region to share their skills, expertise, and passion 
for strengthening the Great Lakes Bay community.

VoLOONteer Impact

•	 Little League Takeovers – Midland, Saginaw & Bay Counties
•	 Accessible Basketball Night – Millet Learning Center
•	 Great Lakes Bay Miracle League – Bridgeport
•	 Relay for Life – Midland
•	 Multiple Kids & Community Health Fair Appearances – Across rural Great Lakes Bay region

Donations
The Loons also contribute through in-kind donations and fundraising efforts. In 2025, the organization 
provided 244 in-kind donations valued at $22,978, a 3.27% increase over 2024. Top recipient categories 
included: 

 
Additionally, proceeds from player-worn jersey auctions returned $66,736 to MBF, supporting initiatives 
that strengthen education, health, and recreational opportunities throughout the region. 
 
Through volunteering, appearances, and charitable contributions, the Great Lakes Loons continue to 
embody MBF’s mission, using baseball as a platform to create meaningful community impact while 
inspiring connection and engagement across the Great Lakes Bay region.

•	 K–12 Education
•	 Sports & Recreation
•	 Human Services
•	 Community Improvement



Sports Radio 100.9 The Mitt
Sports Radio 100.9 The Mitt continues to strengthen its position as the preeminent sports 
media provider in the Great Lakes Bay Region, and is increasingly recognized across the state. 
This year marked the launch of The Ben Bosscher Show, the station’s first-ever fully locally 
produced, three-hour daily program, hosted by emerging statewide content creator Ben 
Bosscher alongside on-air partner and producer Kyle Sandel. The Mitt also remained committed 
to its hyper-local mission, producing more than 165 local broadcasts, including every Great 
Lakes Loons game and over 30 high school sports broadcasts covering 18 area schools. The 
Mitt also proudly continued its High School Scholar-Athlete Sponsorship Program, awarding 
$5,000 in scholarships to 10 of the region’s top scholar-athletes. This year’s honorees included 
Craig Hurst (Midland), Emma Tinson (Breckenridge), Alex Jaffe (Heritage), Breanna Campbell 
(Gladwin), Logan Broekhuizen (Michigan Lutheran Seminary), Karie Keefer (Freeland), Logan 
Synder (Bullock Creek), Scarlet Mason (Standish-Sterling), Max Stoecker (Midland), and 
Addyson Thormeier (Farwell), whose achievements both on the field and in the classroom 
exemplify the values celebrated through the MBF mission.

The Mitt’s statewide growth has been driven by a strategic shift toward a digital-first future, 
anchored by the short-form content engine of The Ben Bosscher Show across Facebook, 
Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube. Since the shows launch in June 2025, The Mitt has been on 
pace to record seven consecutive months with over one million views on short-form content 
alone. Additionally, The Mitt’s Facebook page projects to finish the year reaching over two 
million unique users in a single month, continuing to unlock a powerful new digital revenue 
stream for the station and solidifying its position as a leading sports media brand in Michigan.

Field of Frames Fest
Field of Frames Fest (F3) is a dynamic new event that was held at 
Dow Diamond on September 26-28, 2025. Designed as a hybrid 
gaming, esports, entertainment and education festival, it brought 
together gamers, families, industry professionals and students in 
one immersive weekend experience. 

With video games such as Super Smash Bros. Ultimate, Mario 
Kart World, and Fortnite, as well as trading card games (TCG) 
like Magic: The Gathering, Pokémon, and Lorcana, there were opportunities for individuals to 
compete all weekend long. A first-of-its-kind event here in the Great Lakes Bay Region, Field 
of Frames Fest aimed to provide a gathering place for enthusiasts to celebrate the fast-paced 
industry of esports and gaming.

With hundreds of attendees and participants making their way to Midland, the aim of the 
festival is to establish the Great Lakes Bay Region as a hub for gaming and STEM culture. More 
than just tournaments: it’s a festival that fosters connections between players, developers, 
industry professionals, and students.

Dine on the Diamond
Dine on the Diamond, the Michigan Baseball Foundation’s 
signature fundraising event, is more than a celebration, it 
is a vital driver of MBF’s mission to strengthen the Great 
Lakes Bay Region. Funds raised through this event provide 
significant support in MBF’s grantmaking, which focuses on 
capital projects that enhance community development, youth 
engagement, and healthy living. 

The Michigan Baseball Foundation provides grants to non-profit organizations in the region 
based on strategic guidelines reflecting our founding purpose: 

Through the generosity of our supporters at Dine on the Diamond, MBF is able to invest in 
projects that strengthen communities, expand access to recreational and cultural resources, and 
foster a healthier, more connected region. Your participation in this event helps turn vision into 
impact, ensuring the continued growth and revitalization of the Great Lakes Bay Region. 

Loons On Deck
The Loons On Deck program embodies the Michigan Baseball 
Foundation’s commitment to community and inclusivity by providing 
underserved families the opportunity to enjoy a Great Lakes Loons game, 
a classic American experience. Through this initiative, families receive 
tickets, transportation, and a meal, ensuring a complete and memorable 
ballpark visit. 
 
Because of you, MBF was able to raise $27,000 and send 810 individuals to a Loons game, 
creating lasting memories and meaningful connections. 
 
Funded through generous, tax-deductible donations, Loons On Deck connects families across 
the Great Lakes Bay Region through the shared joy of baseball, fostering togetherness and 
expanding access to one of our community’s most cherished traditions.

•	 Regional economic development: Supporting projects that stimulate growth and vitality in 
the Great Lakes Bay Region.

•	 Youth engagement: Funding initiatives to serve young people and create opportunities for 
the next generation.

•	 Amateur sports and wellness: Promoting projects encouraging physical activity, amateur 
sports, and overall good health.

View more Dine on the Diamond photos at michiganbaseballfoundation.org/dine-on-the-diamond



Leagues of Generosity 
We are grateful to every donor for the generous support of the Michigan Baseball Foundation. 
Each contribution makes our mission possible, allowing us to strengthen communities, support 
youth programs, and promote sports, fitness, and education across the Great Lakes Bay Region.
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Board of Directors
William S. Stavropoulos 
Chairman, CEO, & President

MBF and Great Lakes Loons 
Founder; former CEO of the Dow 
Chemical Company
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VP & Secretary, MBF
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Company; Former Michigan State 
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David Ramaker
Director, MBF

President and CEO of Chemical 
Bank from 1996 until 2017.
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Director, MBF

Senior Global Director of 
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Lakes Loons

Sarah Opperman
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Chairwoman of Isabella Bank 
Corporation Board of Directors; 
previously served 28 years with 
The Dow Chemical Company
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Director for Dow overseeing 
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Experience

Bob Rathbun
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Former Executive Vice President 
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President Chemical Bank and 
former Sr Vice President Tri-Star 
Trust Bank.
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Chairman of the Dow Company 
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Director, MBF

President and Chief Executive 
Officer of MyMichigan Health 
since 2022; MyMichigan Health 
medical staff member since 1996
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Director, MBF
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University since 2019; former 
President St. Francis Xavier 
University; former President & 
CEO Algonquin College.

Greg Grocholski
Director, MBO

CEO of Sandy Ridge Group, 
former Vice President - Chief 
Audit Executive of SABIC; former 
Chief Audit Executive of The Dow 
Chemical Company
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Director, MBO

President of Four Lakes Task 
Force; Owner of Turtle Cove 
Properties, LLC; former 
Executive Vice President of The 
Dow Chemical Company

Terence Moore
Director, MBO

Former President of 
MyMichigan Health, serving for 
31 years; former President of the 
Great Lakes Bay Regional Alliance

Mary Draves
Director, MBO

President of MD and Associates 
Consulting; former Chief 
Sustainability Officer and Vice 
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and Safety for Dow, Inc.
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Director, MBO
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Engineering for Dow; formerly 
served as a corporate officer at 
Olin Corporation

Macauley Whiting, Jr.
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President Emeritus of the Herbert 
H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation 
since 1996; Co-Founder and CEO 
of Decker Energy International; 
Co-Founder of Florida Collegiate 
Summer League

Chris Mundhenk
President, MBO

President and GM of the Great 
Lakes Loons

William Collins
General Counsel, MBF/MBO
Former Deputy General Council for 
TCF Financial Corporation (2019-
2021); General Counsel for Chemical 
Bank (2011-2019); 32 year career 
with Currie Kendall Law in Midland



April 14, 2006
Dow Diamond ground breakingJune 2, 2006

Purchase of Southwest Michigan Devil Rays September 26, 2006
Partnership with the Los Angeles DodgersApril 13, 2007

Dow Diamond opens, Home Opener
2008
Purchase of 100.9-FM

March 2008
First Grant Class Announced

March 2010
Bay Futures Grant, largest to date at $15,100

June 25, 2010
Loons reach 1 million fans

March 2012
$500,000 awarded in charitable giving

June 19, 2014
Loons reach 2 million fans

September 18, 2016
Loons win Midwest League Championship

March 2018
$1 million awarded in charitable giving

2019
Fairfield Inn and Suites Opens

September 2019
Loons reach 3 million fans

May 2020
COVID-19 Grant and Flood Recovery Grant awarded June 2020

Midland Farmers Market relocates to Dow Diamond

March 2021
Midland Miracle League Field Grant

May 16, 2023
Loons achieve new single-game attendance record

October 2, 2023
100.9-FM rebrands as Sports Radio 100.9 The Mitt

October 8, 2024
Loons earn MiLB Best Promotion/Event of the Year 
for True Crime Night

November 12, 2024
Loons earn first-ever Clio Sports Award for 

advertising and marketing True Crime Night

July 11, 2025
Loons reach 4 million fans

michiganbaseballfoundation.org 989.837.6144


